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Synergy

Newsletter — October 2026

Dear Parents/Carers,

Where has this half term gone — | feel like it was only a few weeks ago we welcomed the children back into school for
a new academic year! The children have settled into their new classes so well and it has been fantastic to have
everyone back in school.

It has already been a busy half term with our 200-year alumni events, a visit from BBC Look East and lots of amazing
learning. This year is looking to be an exciting one for all.

| want to take this opportunity to welcome Vanessa McDonald to the team. Mrs McDonald will be teaching in Falcon
Class on a Friday while | am out of class. She is already known to the children and the school and we look forward to
working with her.

Sadly, | also need to take this time to let you know that Tom will not be returning to school after the half term break —
he has decided to retire after many years with us; | am sure you all join me in wishing him the best of luck. We will
also sadly be losing Lindsey as our cook however we are hoping not to lose her completely! We are talking to Lindsey
about setting up a cooking club with the children, so do watch this space for more updates on this.

With Christmas fast approaching we have got many exciting things planned to celebrate. Please do check the diary
dates so you know what we have coming up.

As always, | would like to thank you all for your continued support. Have a wonderful half term break and we will see
you all back on Monday 2" November.

Kind regards,

Josie Davenport Catherine Ogle & Sian Gowland
Senior Teacher Executive Head and Executive Deputy Head
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Star of the Month

Congratulations to the children who have received our Star of the Month
awards!

September — Teddy (YR), Freddie (Y1), Zara (Y3), Caitlyn (Y5)
October — Ben (YR), Ayla (Y2), Molly (Y4), Charlie (Y6)

After School Clubs — NEW ‘Themed Clubs’

- . :@ After-School Clubs will continue in the Autumn Term 2. This half-term we
o are going to have ‘themed clubs’, ranging from Board Games, Lego, Maths
/ Club, Singing & Drawing. All clubs will take place in ‘The Annex’ in the main

2/

school building. Please can parents collect their child from there.

The Clubs will run half-termly, so booking is required each half-term. The cost of each session is £4.00 and payment
for the whole half-term will be required. For children who are eligible for and receiving ‘Targeted’ Pupil Premium
Funding, there will be no charge — please select the Targeted Pupil Premium option when booking.

Autumn Term 2 Clubs will start week beginning Monday 2" November through to Friday 18" December 2026

Mondays — Board Games — 7 weeks — total cost: £28.00

Tuesdays — Lego - 7 weeks — total cost: £28.00

Wednesdays — KS1 Maths Club / KS2 TTRS Maths Club - 7 weeks — total cost: £28.00
Thursdays — Singing - 7 weeks - total cost: £28.00

Fridays — Drawing - 7 weeks — total cost: £28.00

Please book on Arbor as usual to secure your place. Bookings open from 9.00am on Monday 26" October 2026.

Breakfast Club

We will continue to provide breakfast club starting from 7.30am to
8.40am that you can book into. The cost remains at £4.50 per child
for each session. This will be booked via Arbor.

Note: you will need to top-up your child’s Breakfast Club account in
Arbor prior to booking as you will be unable to complete the
booking process if there are no funds available in the account.

If you have any questions regarding booking Breakfast or After-School Clubs then please speak to the school office.



200 Year Anniversary & BBC Look East

Thank you to everyone who supported our alumni events whether it
was through providing cakes, passing word on about the events or
coming along. Both the afternoon tea and the cheese and wine events
were huge successes with many past students and staff coming along
to share their stories.

We were of course joined by BBC Look East on this day. All the children
made us incredibly proud as they represented the school fantastically.
If you haven’t had a chance to see the report do just follow the link.

Below is the link to the show, if you missed it and to their website with
the article:

BBC LOOK EAST https://southreppshistory.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2026/10/School-v2-compressed.mp4

BBC News Website: Southrepps primary school celebrates 200 years of
history - BBC News

Southrepps Village also has their own Southrepps History Hub website,
which you may find of interest: O Caveos
https://southreppshistory.org.uk/buildings/antingham-and-

southrepps-school/

Thank You to MKM!

M M A huge thank you to MKM for their extremely generous donation of fencing panels and

posts to enhance our EYFS area. These will be going up shortly so watch this space!

Welcome!

A warm welcome to Vanessa McDonald,
who joined our team last week.

Mrs McDonald will be teaching in Falcon Class

on a Friday.
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New Autumn/Winter School Menu

After half-term, Aspens’ have their new Autumn/Winter Menu. Your child will
have been given a paper copy to bring home and is also available on our school
webite.

As you are aware, Lindsey is leaving us at the end of this term. We will,
therefore, after half-term be having a brought-in service from Cromer Junior
School.

Happy Birthday

The following pupils celebrated their birthday during the month of September 2026

*

Happy Birthday to You!

Hugo (N2) Ofelia (Y1) Alexa (Y6)

The following pupils are celebrating their birthday during the month of October 2026

Happy Birthday to You!

River (N2) Jake (YR) Arian(YR) Teddy(YR) Lola(Y3)

Harry (Y4) Rafe (Y5) Zinnia(Y6) Mabel (Y6)

Administering of Calpol

As we are now entering the coughs & colds season and if your child requires Calpol
during the school day, we are happy to adminster this to your child, rather than asking
you to come into school to do so. Please bring in your bottle of calpol and complete a
Parental Agreement for School to Adminster Medicine form, which are available in
the school office, letting us know when they are expecting their next dose, if they
have alrealy had some that morning.
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Wanted — spare clothes i “\/‘
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Online Safety
As part of our ongoing commitment to keeping children safe both in and out of school, we will be sharing a series of
online safety resources and links over the coming weeks.

The digital world offers many wonderful opportunities for learning, creativity and communication, but it is important
that children are supported to navigate it safely. The resources we share will provide practical advice on topics such

as social media, gaming, parental controls, screen time, and helping children make safe choices online.

We encourage you to take a few moments to explore these resources as they become available. We hope they will
help support conversations at home and provide useful guidance for families.

If you have any concerns about your child's online safety, please do not hesitate to contact the school

Free Online Safety Guide | YouTube
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https://nationalcollege.com/guides/youtube-2026

What have we been learning?

Eagle Class:-

Since September, Eagle Class have been researching historically significant people who have had a major impact on
the world. We have practised using timelines, listened to stories and explored historical sources to learn more about
these inspirational figures. We have also used historical models to help us understand and explain their significance.

In Geography, the children have been learning about atlases, maps and the cardinal compass points, developing their
understanding of the world around them.

In Science, we have been exploring the basic needs of humans for survival, including the importance of exercise,
nutrition and good hygiene.

In Maths, we have started the year by focusing on place value, developing our understanding of tens and ones and
building strong number skills. We have used a range of concrete resources to support and embed our learning,
alongside pictorial representations, before progressing towards more abstract methods.

In English, we began by studying Here We Are by Oliver Jeffers. This inspired the children to create some eye-catching
leaflets about looking after our world, our bodies and our well-being. We then journeyed into the wonderful world

of Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak. This story really brought out the children’s creative sides as they
planned and wrote their own versions of Max’s rumpus adventure. Their imaginations certainly ran wild!

Nursery and Reception have been busy exploring autumn and the changes happening in the world around us. We
have enjoyed walks around the school grounds, looking carefully at the trees and collecting autumn treasures such as
conkers, colourful leaves, and pinecones. We have also learnt about woodland animals and their characteristics,
explored harvest through food tasting, and enjoyed lots of imaginative play in our pumpkin patch and autumnal
farmers’ market. A real highlight has been carving our own pumpkins and saving the seeds, which we hope to plant in
our garden!

Our Me and My Community learning have helped the children discover more about themselves, their local
environment and the people who help us. The children particularly enjoyed dressing up and role-playing as
emergency service workers. We especially enjoyed looking at our baby photos and talking about how we have grown
and changed. The children thought it was very funny seeing photos of the teachers and staff as babies too! We have
also been thinking about what makes a good friend, learning the importance of being kind, sharing and taking turns.

In Maths, we have been developing our understanding of numbers 1 to 5, learning to recognise numerals and
quantities, and beginning to subitise, recognising a small number of objects without needing to count them one by
one. Counting songs and number rhymes have been a firm favourite, especially Five Little Men in a Flying Saucer!

Another highlight has been our shape hunt around the school, where we looked carefully for shapes in our
environment. The children were excited to spot circles and triangles all around us!

We have also had great fun exploring positional language, using words such as in front, behind, next to, on and in.
The children have really embraced this learning and now use these words naturally throughout the day, proudly
telling us, “I'm sitting next to...” or “I’'m in front of...”



Eagle Class (continued).......
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Falcon Class:-

We have started the year with an exciting history topic looking at Ancient China. The children have been exploring
what life was like in the Shang Dynasty and researching the different cultural aspects of life. In geography, their map
skills have been put to the test! They have explored grid references, compass points and contour lines — why not give
them a map over the half term break and see if they can locate somewhere! Our science has changed for year in that
we now have weekly lessons rather than science weeks. This half term they children have been learning about forces
with lots of exciting experiments exploring air resistance, water resistance and friction.

Our English for this year started with a whole school text, ‘Here We Are’ by Oliver Jeffers. The class used this text to
write an information piece on how to look after Earth and ourselves. We then moved on to writing our own narrative
based on the book ‘The Ever-Changing Earth.’

In maths we started looking at place value to ensure the children had an embedded knowledge in number before
moving onto addition and subtraction. They have been using various methods for adding and subtracting to find the
method that best suits them.

All children have worked exceptionally well this half term and | look forward to next half term to continue to see
them grow,




Diary Dates —2026/2027

Please bear in mind that occasionally trips maybe arranged or cancelled last minute. This can happen
for any number of reasons and we try, where possible, to give as much notice as we can. We also will

UPDATED 22/10/2026 S \W X

&

often need adult volunteers to support on these trips. Thank you!

October 2026

Friday 23" October INSET DAY — children not in school today
Monday 26" October-Friday HALF TERM

30th October

November 2026

Week beginning Monday 2™ JAPAN WEEK

November

Thursday 5" November

EYFS Open Morning —9.15am

Tuesday 10" November

Flu Vaccination Programme for children YR to Y6 — with Norfolk Immunisation Team

Wednesday 11" November

Parents Evening — 3.30pm-7.00pm

Thursday 12" November

Parents Evening — 3.30pm-5.30pm

Tuesday 17" November

EYFS Open Morning —9.15am

Monday 23" November

Second Session - Flu Vaccination Programme with Norfolk Immunisation Team — for
children who missed the first session.

Monday 23" November to
Friday 27" November

ASSESSMENT WEEK — (Y2-Y5)

Thursday 26" November

LAST swimming lesson for Year 5 & Year 6 children (NOTE NEW DATE)

Thursday 26" November

Star of the Month Assembly — 2.50pm in the school hall

December 2026

Friday 4" December

Christmas Decorations Day — parents invited for the afternoon (more information to
follow)

Week beginning Monday 7t
December

EYFS Christmas Play — DAY & TIME TO BE CONFIRMED

Wednesday 9™ December

Year 6 — Crucial Crew Event- The Nest — morning

Thursday 10" December

KS2 Carols on the Lawn —4.00pm

Wednesday 16" December

School Christmas Lunch and Jumper Day

Thursday 17" December

Star of the Month Assembly — 2.50pm in the school hall

Friday 18" December

END OF AUTUMN TERM — Note: school finishes at 1.15pm today

January 2027

Wednesday 6 January

Children return to school for the Spring Term

February 2027

Monday 8" February to
Friday 12" February

ASSESSMENT WEEK — (Y2-Y5)

Monday 15" February to HALF TERM
Friday 19%" February
Week beginning Monday 22" | FRANCE WEEK

February

March 2027

Wednesday 3™ March

Parents Evening — 3.30pm-7.00pm

Thursday 4t March

WORLD BOOK DAY

Thursday 4" March

Parents Evening — 3.30pm-5.30pm




Friday 5" March

Bikeability Level 1 Cycle Training Course for Year 3 & Year 4 pupils

Thursday 25" March

End of Spring Term

Friday 26" March to Friday 9
April

EASTER HOLIDAYS

April 2027

Monday 12t April

Children return to school for Summer Term

May 2027
Monday 3™ May BANK HOLIDAY
Monday 10" May to Thursday | SATS WEEK

13" May

Thursday 27" May

Class Photos & Year 6 Leavers Photos — Tempest Photography

Monday 31t May to Friday 4"
June

HALF TERM

June 2027

Monday 7" June to Friday 11"
June

Multiplication Tables Check (MTC) - Test Window — Year 4

Monday 7" June to Friday 11"
June

NORFOLK WEEK

Monday 14" June to Friday
18" June

PHONICS SCREENING

Monday 28" June to
Wednesday 30" June

SPORTS WEEK
(SPORTS DAY DATE TO BE CONFIRMED)

Wednesday 30" June to Friday
2" July

Aylsham High School — Year 6 Induction Days

July 2027
Thursday 1° July INSET DAY — children not in school today
Friday 2™ July INSET DAY — children not in school today

Friday 16 July

End of Year School Report to Parents

Monday 19" July

Year 6 Leavers Assembly - afternoon

Tuesday 20" July

END OF SUMMER TERM — Note: school finishes at 1.15pm today




For information, please see below Synergy Term Dates for academic year 2026/2027
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Please note that these dates differ slightly to the holiday dates of some neighbouring schools
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Key : White dates - schools open to puplls | - ¢ training days are 1st & 2nd September, 23 October, 4th & 5" January, 1%, 2™ and 21 July. The training days on 23

Yellow dates - pupil holiday - . nd et . . e
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